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sistor-inlaw. Then tho school is closed, and in many instances, bofore another
missionary comes along With his relative, the children have had ample time to forget
all that had been taught them by the first teacher.
After sottling many misunderstandings and dificultios among tho Tndians, T left
for Cross Lake at 2 p.m. on the 5th August, and on the following day, 4t 7 p.m.,
arrive
Cross Lake Reserve.

T delivered the supplies and implements to the band that same evening, and on
the following day held an_election for chief and headmen, Made the payments on
the next day. I visited the reserve and had a taik with th band. 1 then started on
my return trip, having finished the annvity payments. The band ask for three
sicklos, six hayforks, six iron garden rakes, two miners’ picks, six each pit, oross-cut
and band saw files. They also ask for medicines for the band; and request that the
Dopartment assist their aged, sick and destituto Indians, Their potato gardens were
woll atiended to, bat, on socount of dronght, they appeared sbmewhas. baCkWAN,
They received their sced potatoes and garden seeds in good timo and order. Their
cattle looked well, and wero well taken care of. They wish to exchange an old ox.
for a young one. 'The reserve for this band was surveyed by Dancan Sinclair,
DL.S, in 1877 ; it has a net area of 5,160 acres, Thero aro fifly children of school
age in the band. The Government Indian school was opencd by George Garrioch, in
bis own house, on the 6th February last. It was closed for the summer vacation at
the time of my visit there. The teacher informed mo that there was an average
attendanco of twenty-five pupils. The appointment of Mr. Garrioch is only tom-

rary—his education being somewhat limited—but he is doing very well for the
present, and the band are well satisfied with the school. The walls of their now
school house are about completed, but I was unsblo, at the time, to find anybody who
would undertake to finish it, as required by the Department.

The several chiefs and headmen, together with 4 great many of the othar Indians.
in this treaty, ropresent that the law protecting  treaty Indian from the payment of
a just debt has a demoralizing effect among the Indians, therefore they recommend,
strongly urgo snd request, thut tho Government mako & law whereby any treaty
Indian, in this part of the country at least, may be summarily punished for refusing
10 puy, or defrauding a oreditor out of tho payment of goods obiained through {he
chief and headmen of the band.

The Indians under my supervision now have two hundred and eighty houses,
threo hundred tents and wigwams, sixty-seven stablos, one hundrod ani seventy-six
boats, three hundred and one canoes, thirty ploughs, thirty harrows, four hundred and
sixty.oight hoes, five hundred and twenty-six axes, threo hundred and soventeen
spades, ten chests carpenter’s tools, besides a number of other tools, implements, guns,
traps, &, they also havo three bulls, twelve oxen, fifty-five cows, fifty=ix young
animals, in all ove hundred and thirty-six head of cattlo, and one hundred and thirty-
six acres of land under cultivation. They have put up one hundred and forty-three
tons of hay. There are one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven Indians receiv-
ing annuity, and five hundred and thirty six children of school age.

There was no real scarcity of food among the Indians in this treaty during the
last year, consequently only a very trifling amount was expended in purchasing sup-
plies for the relief of the aged, sick and destitute.

Vaceine matter was handed to me by Mr. Inspector MoColl in order to vaccinate
8 many of the Indians as possiblo during my tour of annuity psyments. As I was
100 busy at the difforent reserves to attend to it myself I entrusted that part of the
business to my assistant, Mr. Molntyro. Ho operated on all that ho could conveni-
ent] reserve. The Indians did not seem over-anxious to got their
children vaccinated, advancing as an_excuse that tho children could not be kept out
of the water. It may, however, bo true, for out of the grest number operatel on it
took effect ouly on & very small number.
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The flour, bacon, tea, tobacco, twine, ammanition, tools and imploments  distri-
buted this year to tho difforont bands were supplied by the Hudson Bay Company,
all of excollent quality, in good order, and us usual delivered prompily at each
reserve.

On my return trip I visited some of the reserves that I could not attend to on
my journey ont for want of time. 1 arrived in Winnipeg on the 26th August.
Jusiness in connection with the snnuity payments and other office work bad 0 be
‘attended to bere which wonld take 8 number of days to finish; therefore T was
advised by Mr. Inspector McCoil to send back my men with tho York boat to the
agency and return myself later by steamer, which I did ; and on the 15th Septomber
T started out for Beren's River and got on board the steamor * Princess” st Selkirk.
After running into Fisher Rivor and having been delayed by other causes on the
ip out, I landed at Beren's River Agency on tho Zith September, My trip in con-
nection with the annuity payments commenced on the 21st June and onded on_the
th September, making in all 96 days. During that time I travelled a distance of
about 2,020 miles, including tho estimated distances, via_boat route, betwoen the
agency and Winnipeg, the detours made on account of contrary winds, getting
into harbors, visiting every part of cach reserve, &e.

On the Znd July all the Indian agents of the Manitoba Superintendency, excopt
ing Mr. Agent Reader, being assombled at tho Indian Office, Winnipeg,
Tnspector McColl advised us o look over our instractions regarding annuity pay-
ments and have a consultation togother. Wo gladly accepted the offer, and although
the time at our disposal was too short, yet L venturs to say that the meeting was
beoneficial, inaemach as the agonts wers allowed an apportanity o discaas for tho fesb
time Indian affairs together, and advance suggestions and opinions one to the other
a8 well as offer their remarks w Mr. Inspector McColl.

By his careful and patient attention to his duty as assistant in making the
annuity payments this year, Mr. Melntyre rendered me good service, snd received
that welcome and was shown that respect from all the Indians which kindness and
gontlemanly conduct deserves,

Lako I met Mr. Inspector McColl, who was on his annual tour of
inspection to the different agencies and reserves in the Manitobs Superintendency,
and travelled in company with him on my retarn trip to the agency at Beren's River.
T am glad to report that through his zealous supervision and management, the
business in this part of the superintendency is carefally and properly attended to and
giving satisfaction to the Indians.

A1l of which is most respectfully submitted,

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
'A. MACKAY,
Indian Agent.

Prace Hiis AcENoy,
ALperTa, 5th October, 1885,
The Right Honorsble
"Eho Saporintendent.General of Tndian Afurs,
Ottaws.

Sim,—1 have the honor to submit the following report on the condition of the
Tndians of this agency, with tabular statoment for 1884-5.
was placed in charge in November, 1834, by tho Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
Up to that dte T was in ohargo us furming instrucior.
s thespring of 1834 opaned vory eurly it onabled tho ndians of Sampson's
Erminaki's Bobiail's and Muddy Bulls Bards o seed allthe land they bad ploughed:
4
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They had overy reason to expect & good retarn for their labor, but, unfortunately,
extromely hot, dry weather provailed until the early part of July, and crops became
stun

There was a marked improvement in the interest shown by the Indians both in
seeding thoir crops and in hoeing and weeding them, during the summer.

o hay crop was apoor one in this locality owing to the extremely dry weather
during May and June, and difficult to harvest owing to the very wet weather which
provalied aftoward,

ands uoder Sammpaon, Brouinekin and Bobtail sowed » emall quantity of
r for the first time. The seod was furnished them from Farm
# riponed fully and gave s fair return. Brminakin's was notso
. was below the average, owing, partly, to the ravages of the out-
worm, but more (o the Tadisus ot harrowing. the lasd suliciently afer sowing ;
having the four bands to superintond I could not give them tho attention noces
‘arnips did not give a good roturn, having been cut repeatedly by the turnip fly.

Potatoes yielded well and were well narvested, and I am glad to add none were
frozeu during the winter.

The ndinns sold 4 good many bushls duing tho full and spring, used al they
required for food, furnished their own seed and had potatoos left after the new crop
came in.  As thoy will be supplied with pigs noxt year thoir surplus crops will bo
utilized.

The Band No. 141 (Stonys under Sharphesd) removed this spring to a reserve
they have seleoted on the Wolf Creel, where it onters the Battle River. On this
reservo they have mado fair progress, but rmmd P little. The seeding being on
the sod the dry weather affocted the crop ve

TTha latos ek on the wiels & favesatts ouerio. the* Trdiane) HerRIRRTORI AT
very hghtly uotil the end of January.

Spring opened early in March.

During the spring of 1885 the acreage seeded shows a decrease of forty-one acres,
Erminiskin, twenty-soven less, Sumpson, soven, and the Stonys sixteen acres loss,
Maddy Bull's band, an increase of five acres, and the Sulteaux, four acres.

"This dooreaso was owiog o the xoltemont cansed by the reballion,

Duriog the month of April the Indians though working were not under the con-
froLf the fnstruotors. Thio result s’ 400 much Iaod sowod to Wkt 50u of 1 proc
perly harroswed in and in some cases sowed t0o late, Barley and potatoes were put
in under the instruction of the farming instructors.

Tho Stonys (Band No. 141) did not do any work on their reserve at Wolf
Creek, but put in three acres of potatoes on their old reserve at Battlo Lake.

On the wholo & much better crop was scoded than I expocted under the ciream-
stances.

Daring the winter and spring of 1885  great deal of sickness provailed among.
the Indiane, and many deaths ocourred I rogrot to say that Chief Sampson lost his
son, and Chief Erminskin his wife.

. The services of Dr. Tofild wre socured. Ho was very succossful in his treat-

en

o July, 1854, & number of Indians from tho bands of Big Bear aod Lo Pine
with some Sn\lltwux from the south, appeared in tho Bears’ Hi

These strangers immedistely made proparations for e e major-
ity of the  Bears' Hill Tndians kept away from the dance. Sampson and Erminskin
did all in their power 10 koop their mon at home and at work.

ese strange Indians exercised  bad influence over the Tndians of this agon
They wintered st Buffalo Lake. From nm point they had communication with Be
Indians of Butleiord and the Bears' 11
lattor part of February B appearanco smong_the Bears'

“Hill Indians, bes 'ing messages to Chief Bobtail from F Boar, Little Pine and the
Battleford Irdians. The Indians became restless. They mld me Big Bear and Little
Bice were comin to the Bears' Hill t0 take up thee resorve. "Attor the Dack Laks
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fight they became moro restloss. Every day brought messages from tho dislogal
Tndians, and couneils at Chief Bobtail’s wero held oftener than necessary, but even
then T had no doubt about being able to control them. I looked forward to having
ahard time to induce them to stick to their work.

Chi on was absent at this time, having gone to Morleyville for his son,
Chief Sampson apparently did all in his power to assist me in allaying excilement
and keeping the men at work.

On the 3rd of April I was compelled to go into Bdmonton to got provisions for
the spring’s work, as we wero entirely out of bacon.

fore I got my supplies started from Edmonton, Mr. Carson, Farming Instruc-
tor from Saddie Lake, camo to Edmonton with the news of the Frog Lake murders,
Ho informed me that Big Bear's men were o go immediately to Bears Hill, and
‘warned me that I had no time to lose, if I wished to save my family. I removed my
family at once, and sent a messago to the instructors to ruu no unnecessary risks,
and & messago to Chiof Erminskin that I sould be back in three days.

Two days after I removed my familly all white mon woro ordered off the
reserves, as they, while protesting their loyalty, declared_they would be unable to

tect white men from the men of Big Bear's and Little Pine’s Bands, now expected
aily.
Y Fhe Indians mado one excoption. They asked Joha Lee, Farming Instruotor,
{0 remain, as he had been a long time among them. Mr. Lee remained a fow days,
but finding they paid no heed to him, ho left.
et to say the Hudson Bay Company's store ut Battle River, the residence
of Mr. Glass, mission teacher, and most of the Government stores were taken posses-
sion of by the Indians. Tho great majority of the Indians wero loyal and refused to
‘mix or meddlo in any illogal act. The Stonys, as a band, were loyal, and fearing
that some of the young men might get mixed up with the disloyal Crees, removed to
ttlo Lake, where they romained till order was restored. Muddy Bull's Bacd
remained on the reserve and kept at work, doing everything they conld to assist the
Government.

Since order has been restored, ll have worked well and seem to regret the part
taken by the fow in the troubles.

Theso Indiaps had no causo for siding with the rebels,

Tn October, 1884, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs met these Indians ; listened
with patience to all their complaints, real and imaginary. Where a grievance existed
redress was immediately promised.

Additional cattle that were most desired and needed were given at once. The
nocessary im&lamnnm were promised them.

During the winter 1 was often told by Tndians that they had nover been as wll
off as they now wero as regards food ; that no doubts existed in thoir minds of being
able to make a living by farming.

Al doubts of the Government’s intentions towards them had been removed by
the kindness shown by the Commissioner towards them during his recent visit.

T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
SAMUEL B, LUCAS,
Acting Indian Agent.

Inp1ax Orrios, Vietoria, B.C., 2nd November, 1885,
The Right Honorable

'he Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sim,—I have the honor to submit for your information the following general
report on Indian Afiairs in the Province of British Columbia, for the year just closed.
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Reports, with tabular statoments, so far as they could be compiled, from the six local
‘goncies under my direction, have been received and forwarded o the Department
at Ottawa.

Oficial visitations have boen paid daring the year to the sgencies of Okanagan,
Kamloops, William’s Luke, Fraser and Cowich

The officers in chargo of these localities have been active in the performance of
their various duties, and have done much to ameliorate and improve the condition
of the bands under their charge, and o foster their peaceful rolations with the white
settlers.

Throughout the interior of the mainland, where reserves were allotted by the
former joint Reserve Commission, the long delay which has taken place in their
final approval and confirmation has created great obstacles in the way of their
improvement, and has been productive of much uncasivess in the minds of the Indiavs.
In anumber of instances the loyalty of these people has been put to the soverest tost
by the injustice with which they have been troated in regard to lands gravely pro-
mised to them by the joint authority of both the Dominion and Provincial Govern-
ments.

The task of meeting many of them and securing their good-will under such
circumstances is by no means & pleasant or desirablo one. The actual salo an
alienation of some of the lavds which were reserved for and promised to them, has
had the effect of casting more or less doubt as to their securo tenure over any of
their resorves, and proventing many improvements which I am satisfied & very large
mumber of the young and industrious natives would otherwise make.

Fortunately, the stupendous work of railway construction through the Province
has afforded them, during the last four or five years, other and lncrative means of
Tivelibood.

The extent of this aid may bo imagined, when I state, that T was recont]
informed by the railway contractor that ho had paid out narly $300,000 for Indian
labor alone. This circumstanco will not only afford you the best evidence of the
industrious character of tho Indians, and their desire to be selfsupporting, but will
enable you to comprehend their patience under such difficulties, and their hesitation
in giving effect t0 very frequent murmars of discontent. It should also be men-
tioned in this connection that while tho Railway Act has been applied s to right of
way from the seaboard to Savona through the lands of private property owners and
compensation paid to them, so far, the rights of Indians to similar treatment on
account of reserves which have been encroached upon, have not been concoded,

The Department of Indian Affairs is in correspondence with the Dopartment of
Railways and Canals on this subject, and no doubt a satisfactory arrangement will be
the result,

Another very potent cause of trouble, which in the near fature, will be pro-
ductive of serious mischief and ill-feeling among the interior Ludians, is the apparent
want of security which oxists as to the water rights which the Commissioners allotted
for them. Without water, nearly all the large reserves would bo perfectly uscloss
for agricultural purposes, and if deprived of this when_ railway construction ceases
and Indians are obliged to depend upon the products of the soil for existence, their
suffering and consequent discontent will be extreme,

Individual water rights constitute one of the most important subjects for con-
sideration which can ocour even to the actual or intending settler. Already the
ourts of the Province have been much occupied in the settloment of disputes which
have cropped up as 10 the legality of long standing records of water and the rights
conveyed by them. These rights, from the difficulty of securing sufficient water for
irrigation purpores, are regarded with great attention not unmixed with the jealousy
and illfecling to which such necessities ususlly give rise. In many localitios,
settlers have encroached upon each others rights, and I regret to observe, that where
an Indian’s claims are jeopardized ho gots littlo sympathy or consideration from those
who have similar irrigating requirements. The apparent tendency, 0o, of those in
suthority is to push the Indian and his claims aside in favor of those whoso votes
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can command interest and influence. Acting, I presume on_the sssumption, that
land in the interior witbout water would be of no service to the Indian, the latter
boing essential to enable him to utilize the former, the Joint Reserve Commission
allotted both—a custom which has been continued up the present time.

Just as much caro was necessary in finding water for a resorve as in the selection

the reserve itself.

Indians find it difficult to comprehend the respective rights and jurisdiction of
the Local and Dominion Governments, but they look with loyal confidence to Hor
Majesty, and thoy oxpect that promises mado publicly and fu their prsenco by

ot who were authorized by her Commission to treat with them 'sbould bo
. faitbfully and honorably carried out. The preservation of water rights, duly
reported to both Governments by their deputed officers, is & matter of vital interest
to the Indians, and thero is nothing, in my opinion, which should be sllowed to
areate tho least doubt with respect to the same. The patient submicsion of theso
people, which, by the way, contrasts so favorably with the conduct of their bretthren
on the eastern sido of the mountains, should, st least, be rewarded by some aftempt
10 keop fuith with them, and both water and Jands which have been pointed ont as
their own should be inviolate and safo from all encroachments. 1 sm sorry to
observe that such is not the case in British Columbia, and that the aiienation and
sale of some of their reserves and the questions raised in regard {o the water appro-
priated for them rather conveys the impression that sdvantago is being taken of
their obedience to law, and that their long continued character for peace will stand
any aggrossive assaults that may be made upon it.

T'am awaro that it has been asserted, chiefly by those who think that 1o allot-
ments whatever should b set aside for Indians, that little use ing made of
reserves, This, however, is not correct. It will bo seen, on referring to reports of
local agents that, with few tribal exceptions, Indians are making good use of their
roserves. Largo quantities of grain and other produce are being raised by them,
while those who bave grazing lands are acquiring considerable stock. The best
proof the Government can have of their prosperity, under many advorse circum-
stances, is the fact that they are selfsupporting, and the amount disbursed in
eleemosynary aid is certainly not more than would be dispensed among & similar
Ppopulation of white people.” On the other hand, when one considers the disregard
‘which has been paid 10 some of the awards of the Reserve Commissioners, the i
curity and doubt consequently applied to all lands held in trust for them, and the
Petty acts of tyranny and imposition too often practised npon them by unfecling and
thoughtless white residents, the wonder is that Indisvs have been able to show the
signs of progress which one can point out, or that they can be persusded to mske
improvements upon holdings of their tenure to which there is reslly no certainty
from one day to another.

Again, on glancing at the minutes of decision in respect of their reserves one
may possibly be struck by the seemingly extensive acreage which appears appor-
tioned for s0me of the tribes. It should, however, be understood that these e
often include extensive mountainous tracts, of no use to Indians for industrial pur-
poses, and which, for grazing objects, must remain 1s commonage, equally open to
the stock of both white settlers and natives.

A recent exchange of five hundred acres of such land for fifteen of very ondinry
cultivable soil will afford you an idea of comparative valne, and from which it can

be understood that the liberality with which it was proposed many of the bands
should be dealt, ought not. to be judged by the number of acres which a reserve or the
reserves of the Province, taken as a wholo, include.

n some localities visited by the Commissioners tho Indians are still badly off

for cultivable lands, and it is to be regrotted that in a fow special instances whero

e Commission was unable to find Crown lands and which I have had the honor of

bringing 1o your notice, that no provision has yet beeu made for purchasing a litdle

land from private owners in order to make up the deficiency. The bands above

alluded to ‘aro those whose settlements bave been appropriated by settlers in the
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early history of the Province, and who, being deprived of their old modos of gaining
a living, and having to adopt the changes in_their hsbits incident o civilization,
now find themselves destitute, with lttio or no sympaty for their condition,
A small appropristion, comparativly, expended in the purchaso o a Tittlo land
in the vicinity of their old homes, to which they aro much attached, would, I am.
certain, bo attended with great benefit and soon render them independent of relief,
which will no doubt soon have to be extended to them to provent tho miseries of
autter destitution.
n the coast, beyond tho settled districts of Vancoaver, Indians have not, up to
1o present i, bown Tuch xaretsed T vegand o sgrivuliural lands,  THS Grea
arms of the Province aro of vital interest to them, and encroachments upon their
favoritofishing places have not, as yet, been such as to create great slarm in their
minds. If they had boen froo from tho interforence of thoso who bave sedalously
endeavored to persuade them to assume an attitude of dissffoction for the reason that
the Government has not yot sottled with them on accoant of their alleged claims to
the wholo country, they would, o doubt, have been contented and hapyy. Naturally,
they are well disposed towards the whites, and it is greatly to bo deplored that
hurtfl presonco unong them of mischicf malors has ot been proven
establishment of salmon cannorias on the north-west coast, as oxplained in
yrev_ions reports, has given abundant employment and profit to them for the last five

Tho two past years however have not been favorablo, and those_engaged in the
business have uffored heavy losses in consequence. Tho continuation of & very low
market has caused nearly all the cannerics on the coast to shut down, 0 that not-
withstanding the very large run of fish, no advantago could bo taken of it. There
will be cousiderable suffering in consequence, and it is doubtful if many of them will
be able “to pall throngh ” & hard winter without somo_sssistance. They are not a
provident, poople, and the * happy-golucky ” Tode of living which is charasteriatio
with them, an y incident 10 ther nomadio habit, has serious drawbaols when
They aro osafronted With a falure in the supply of comforts to which thoy have boen
accustomed, Large numbers from the Nass, Simpson, Metlakahtls, and other places
on the coast, have come to Viotoris, to scok employment in the hop-picking grouads
of Puget

Thoy have found, however, a doprossed hop market also, and large numbers
have returned crest-fullon and disappoined.

Gomplaiats of troublo on the Nas Kiver, chiefly duo to. the contontion fnoldent
%o testarian Jealousis, havo reschied me, which will require an agentof the
ment o settle. In the month of March, or beginning of April, thousands of Indisns
from_neighboring tribes congregato there for tho purpose of taking thoir annusl
supply of the delicious oolachan and its highly nutritious oil. Should the sppointment
of an officer for the north-west coast agency not be filled before thut time, some
trustworthy person, having the authority of & constablo, should bo stationed at this
Boint doring th fishing pariod, which generaily lass sbout six wesks.

The Act prohibiting * potlaches” and the demorslizing “ tamauawas ” came.
into force on the 1st of January lust, and is stoutly opposed in_two or three of the
agencies. Many Indians, especially “ tho old timers,” are greatly exercired, and have
evinced much fecling us to what they covsider an illtimed innovation upon their old
habits and modes of living, to which they aro much sttached. I had the honor of
furnishing you with a full Teport of a recent visit to the Cowichan Agency, where
several huidred Indians had assembled from varioos bands, both far and near, o be
present at a grand “ potlach” given by & very friendly but influential chief who,
with his relations, bad been engaged for tho last four or five yoars in accumulating

y for the occasion, This chief did not wish to put himself in opposition to a

sw which ho thought the Government had been premature in passing, but it was a
matter of honor with him to return the goods which he owed, and ho hoped, there-
fore, I would permit this. Heo was really much concerned, and took great pains o
give every assurance that this would be the ast gathering o the kind B would have.
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Other chief: fallowed, and I learned that great excitemont had beon manifested in tho
district for ome time presious.

Our speceh-making lasted two days, and T have no doubt there was mutual satis-
faction at the result to which al concerned wore glad enough to arrive.

The chief was permitted to meot his many croditora and roturn the goods he
had received at previous feasts on the distinct undorstanding, however, that no gifts
wero to be  potlached " . ¢., donated with the usual custom of having them returned,
Subsequently, I issued circulars for the information of the coast tribes, calling atton-
tion to the Act, and juforming them that the law would not prevent’ Indians from
mceting to return gifts duo by thom, but any repetition of the * potlach " proper
could not be permiited in the fuiure.

The system is one which will curo itself; thoro can bono doubt that great pro-

ross is discornable, both among coast and interior tribes, and the continuance of
this and other demoralizing customs is fast giving way to the adoption of more
civilized modes of life.

Fraser Agency.

The low salmon market applies to the Fraser Agency as well as to the North-
nst, and most of the large canneries on the Fraser River have been obliged to
coaso uieir operations. The groater part of the labor in the business is performed
by Indians, hence the very large sums paid to them will be greatly missed. The
statemeot of Mr. MoTiernun, that not less than threo thousand natives visited New
Westmin-ter for the purpose of engaging in thoir usaal work, will convey some idea
of the general resulting disappointment. It is fortunate that the large run of salmon
has affor led them an opportunity of obtaining & winter supply of 1003, and that the
season ha- boen favorable for abundant crops,

It will bo noticed that the Indians on the Douglas Portages are without suffi-
cient reserves, the Commissionor having beon nnablo to find Crown lands there.
They appear willing t0 work, and the difficulties encountered in cultivating the
small and distant patches possossed show what they might accomplish if they had
the opportunity. The Indians in the vicinity of Hope and Texas Luke have made
g0od use of the money paid them by the railway contractor in acquiring agricul-
tural implements, which have proved of great service.

There will still bo a considerable sum 1o their credit, which T shall bo glad to
see properly utilized. Railway expendituro and the remuneration given these
Indians for their labor have placed them in comparatively comfortable circum.
stances, from which I do not think they will recede. Mr. McTiernan reports more
improvements made on their lauds this year than in tho ten previous years.

Okanagan and Kamloops Agencies.

During the pasc year, in accordance with your directions, Mr. Mackay, on his

return from tho North-Wast Coast, was placed in charge of both theso agencies.
e sum apportioned o the two previons agents for travelling oxpensos has

boen allowed Mr. Mackay, and, #0 far 4s I have been able to obsorve, good use h

n made of it. Ho has paid numerous visitations throughout the whole district,
and has his work woll in hand. His exertions to stop the liquor trafic have been
offective, and in my opinion deserved groater encouragemont than ho has apparently
experienced at the hands of tho provincial authorities, who not ouly deprived bim
of the assistance of tho constablo stationed st Kamloops, but cancelled his commis-
sion a5 4 Justico of tho Peaco becauso the fines inflicted by him wore disbarsed
aocording to the provisions of the Indian Act, and not paid into the Provincial
Treasu

ry.
. Tho Dopartment has had to_contend with similar obstacles in checking the
liquor traflic in other agencies of the Provinco, I therefore sincerely trust that
Some mutually satisfactory arrangements may bo arrived at betweon both the Pro-

vineial and Dominion Governments in regard to this matter. 1 need scarcely say
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how prejudicial such a seoming conflict of authority is to the efficient administration
of the law.

Much encouragement is thus given to a low class of whiskey sellers to continue
theis nefarions and demoralsing work, With 8 view of fully informing Joa sato
the ground taken by the Provincial Government in withdrawing Mr. Mackay's
commission and, gonerally, in refasing even indirect aid to Indian agents in carrying
out the law, I herewith append communications from the provincial authorities on
the sabject.

n compavy with Mr. Mackay I visited the reserves on the Thompson River,
Shushwap Lakes and Eaglo Pass Landing. At the latter place, the old fishing resort
of the Indians, confirmed by the Reserve Commission, has been sold by the provincial
authorities. Steps were taken to recover the reserve for tho Indians, but the matter
still remains in dispute. 1 vieited the Indian settlements on tho opposite side of
Okanagan Lake, where there is a band of Indians numbering fifty-two souls, who
were passed over by the Indian Reserve Commission, and for whom no_ sllotment
bas yet beon made. ~ Their settloment, consisting of some cleared fiel ozon
or more of log houses, in which they reside, with others used as burns snd various
outbuildings, was recently pre-ompted by a white settler who owns the adjoining.
farm, and who ordered them to vacate at once.

A statement was roceived by the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works,
strongly urging the claim of the settler in preference to that of the Indians, alleging,
among other things, that in carrying on their farming operations the Indiens stole
water at night from the irrigating ditch.

Tn ono of the fields the chief pointed out a burial ground in which were interred
the remains of his ancestors some generations back.

n bringing the matter to the notice of the Chief Commissioner of Lands and
Works, ho recommended that this band should join that at N-comapolia, whose large
reservo is sitvated at the head of the lake, It must bo remembered, however, that
the Indians of British Columbis are divided into numerous independent bands,
entirely soparate and distinet from each other. It would b just as difficult to come
pel theso Ludians to leave their old homes and take up common residence with
another band, by whom they would always be considered as interlopers, and subject,
aceordingly, (o almost daily taunts, as it would be to compel a family of white nation.
ality to join the household of another with whom they did not care to associate,
expect thom subsequently to get on happily and harmoniously. The case of these
Indians I covsider u véry hard one, apart from the claim which the local Land
Act gives them to their own settiements in exempting them from pre-emption (a
clause not always observed). There is no reason why their desire for a reserve of
their own, where they possess considerable improvements, should not have the fivor-
able attention and decision of the Reserve Commissioner.

'he Indians in Mr. Mackay’s agoncy living along the line of the Canadian Pacific
Railway from Yalo to Savona, complai regard has been psid to the Indian
Act in compensation provided for therein in cases where the road onters or damages
their rescrve. The Canadian Pacific Ruilway Company has intimated to me, through
their agent, that compensation would bo mado to Indians in the sume manner as to
other persons. This cour-e 1, and exceedingly satisfactory to the Indiaus, and
if it bo desirable to treat natives fairly, the same rule should be followed in rogas
10 that portion of the line not yot tuken over by the Canadian Pacific Railway
Syndicate.

journey throughout the Kamloops Agency I was pleased to note the pro-
gress vincid by tho Indians and their desiro o improvo their rasarves Ifthe

loubts many of them entertain as to their right to reserves allotted for them were
removed, by the issuo of actual patents, the consequent foeling of security would, T
am stisted, impart n increased desir to mprov helr allotments,  The proceeds
dorived from their employment in railway construction has placed most of the bands
here in comfortable circumstances, and the present is a favorablo timo to encour
them in every possible way to utilize their lands and make provision for their future
requirements, when public works are completed and expenditare withdrawn.
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Kuwawkewlth and West Coast Agencies.

The isolation of theso districts, the difficulty of obtaining usual means of trans-
‘portation, and the insufficient fands at my disposal for procuring somo special mode
of vistaiion, have proventad any journey of inspection to thoso points during the
present y«¢

B iomeon fopocts the Todinns GO the fiet nasied agenty o be. 1 el
condition_than last yoar, and that he has boen ablo to check the flagrant cases of
illieit whiskey traffic carried on there with impunity last year. There is more room,
however, f:r continued reform in this agency than in any of the others. Its people
are fond of old and demonlmng habits, and have snnceﬁsﬁzlly defied the best efforts
of numerous energetic missionaries for many year

it Tudiatis o the Woet Cisast Agoncy, though sl unofvilised, are muh et
industrious and trictable; they are greatly attached to such customs as potlachin

medicine work, but T 'am led to believo that Mr. Guillod, who has a large, isolat
and important field for his wnrk is gaining much influence and is gradually working
beneficial changes amon, Tho agent has now a comfortabls residence, very
centrally located at Uclu ot ﬂs.bor

Covichan Agency.

The agent of this district has had considerable additional trouble in_checking
t liquor traffic, and its et vices, on sccount of the constraction of the
mqmmm and Nanaimo Railway through his agency, and tho consequent presence of
dissolute  camp followers
Iuia to be regrettod that, at snch & junstare, he should have bean doprived of
the use of the court house and Jockup, and provented from taking cognizance of
many caso of drunkenness otherwiso might havo beon checked, The b0
ment of native constablo during rmlwny constraction will be a desir istance (o
him iv the prescrsation of peaco. It may be mentioned that many y oones Toeie
have been employed on the railway who would otherwise have had difficulty in
maintaining hemselves, owing 10 the coseation, this year, of esnning industries,
prompt measures used to arrest a threatened spread of small-pox epidemic were
bappily sucoesaul, as otherwise tho infoction might, asily hao mado, doplorsble
ravages among all the coast tribes, whose repre-cntatives wero visiting Cowichsn in
umbers. - In sccordance with my direstion, Mr. Lomas at tia tnge ancosssfully
vaccinated several hundred Indiavs,
mas’ remarks respecting the desirableness of carrying out and upholding
tho promises made by the Reserve Comumission, in not altering or otherswise alienat-
ing any reserve promised the Indians without thoir consent, are worthy of serious

William's Lake Agency.

The scarcity of sufficient sgricultural lands throughout this sgoncy, excopting

in the Chilootin ditriot and the consequent deficioncy of allotments for may of the
bos, e subjects which should havo tho attention of the Gevernment, as othorwise
Tl 2oy o long ero there will be much distress, creating the possibla noce
Saal reiét, Tands conld be oblained from privato owsers by tho expenditato of
 emall sum, comparatively, and somo arrangement should be mudo botween both
the Local and Dominion Governments with that view. Last year | o 1 tho pur
chaso of two farms by two bauds themselves. In fact, the great of the
tribos generally in this sgoncy and ther ardont desirs for culiivating Tonds ondald
encouragement than has been extended to them. In somo instances
thuir:‘ilotmem.l of land do not amount to more than a fractional part of an acre for

ult,

r. Moason refors, in his  Toport, 0 the great dissatisfaction and disappointment
of the Chilcotin Indians o wait another year for the apportionment of
Hheir lands. An unfortansto | wcldcnt, lmwevor, with nearly fatal resulls, has co
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fined the efficiont Reserve Commissioner to his room for some montbs. Tt is believed
d hoped that he may bo abl to resums his work ero long, and tho Ghilcotn distict
will then be one ot tho first localities to have his valued atten

aason's efforts t0 check the liquor trafi have boon atergetic, aad a8 suo-
cossful 4 the obstacles with which ho had to contend would permit.

Surveys.

ho sudden death of Mr, Gastineau necesitated the appointment of & sucoossor,
and agreeably to your direction this was conferred upon Ernest M. Skinner,
his officor resumed M. Gastineau’s field of last year, and bl engaged on the
reserves in the region of the Shushwap Lakes. Capt. Jemmett is also continuing his
work ir. the interior.
th of theso officers have been instructed to farnish reports of their work to
the Reserve Commiseioner, and receive their surveying instructions from bim

Presents.

The fund at my dicposal has not permitted much expenditure under this head,
but I think the cases of absoluto necessity which have come under the notico of the
Department bave been provided for.

Medicines and Medical Relicf.

Comparatively large quantities of medicine have been asked for and given to
varions missionaries.

Sickness, however, among the tribes thronghout the Province, has not been so
provalent or fatal as fat year, nor have s0 many instances of desttation come to
my noti

The repom of the varions agents are, on the whole, very favorable in this

peo

Schools.

During the past year the following Tndian
usual grant permitted by the Department, vi

Lakalsap, Nass River,

Port Simpson,

Bolla Bells, M

Masett A

ission Schools have received the

Kine
Alhm B«n

€. Mary's, special grant of 8500, R.

Tho diffulty of carrying on day Kot succossfully among Indians has been
fally noted in previous roj

An application from the Right Rev. tho Bisiop of New Westminster for aid to
atablish ove o {wo bosrding and indusiialseboolsin the interor, under His Lord-
ship's direction, has been submitte x consideration.

Tt is greatly to be hoped that a suficiont grant may bo made which will permit
of the establishment of at least two, if not three, industrial schools in the Pro-
vince, which, I have no doubt, would be attended with practical success if efficiently
managed.

Fish, Furs and Oil,

The export of furs shows a considerable increase as co

ear, and a small though marked improvement
Lo mundber ‘of Todlini, Who o120 the chief ‘rovacers, ]

red with that of last
resulting profit to a
It should, however, be
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remombored, in conclusion, that the sources of industey open to natives are, in many
localitios o the Province, very precarious. The small amount disbursed, howeves,
for the relief of the indigent and destitute, and the largo contributions of the native;
€0 the general rovenue, are the bost proofs that can bo given of their indepondence,
their well-being, and their claims upon the country for encouragement and con.
siderate treatment.

Furs, $ 166,692 00
“ oth 332,819 00
Oil, fish ...
Salmon, canned 489,458 00
« " salted

22399 00

T have the honor to be, Sir,
‘our obedient servant,
1L W. POWELL,
Indian Superintendent.

Vicronta, B.C, 27th November, 1884,
Sie,—I beg to acknowiodge the reccipt of your lotter of the 1th instant, for-
warding a return of convictions for the month of Octobor last,
It appears that the sum of 75, out of the fines imposed by you and Mr. Marray,
‘has been romitted to tho Indian Dopartment here, and I have o cxpress the strong
isapproval o the Govoramont st his diaposition’of the money.

n future, you will be held strictly accountablo for the dao payment to the Pro-
vinoial Treasury of all fines imposed and rocoived by you as a Justics of the Peace,
whether under the Indian Act or any other Act.

T am, Sir, your obediont sorvant,

JOHN ROBSON,
Provincial Secretary.

J. W. Mackay, Bsq., J.P.,
Tndian Agent.

Vicroria, BC,, 17th July, 1885.
Sir,—Referring to my letter of the 27th November last, which has remained
unanswered, and to the fact of your persisting in imposing and collecting fines with-

Honor the LicutenantGovernor in Council ha, by an Ordor of yostorday’s date,
cancelled your sppointment as  Justice of the Peace of this Provinte,
1 am, Sir, your obedient servant,
JOHN ROBSON,
Provincial Secretary.
J. W. Mackay, Esq,
Tudian Agont, Kamloops.

Kaxmoors, 6th August, 1885.
St —T have the honor to inform you that I have been instructed by the Pro-
‘vincial Secrotary to refuse tho use of tho court house and gaol, also the services of
124
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provincial constables, to all Tndian agents who, acting in thecapacity of magistrates,
refuse to pay over to the Government of British Columbia the fines imposed and col-
locted under the Indian Act.
T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
G. C. TUNSTALL,
Government Agent.
J. W. Mackay, Esq,,
Indian Agent.

Caruroy Distaor—Trzary No. 6, N.W.T,,
“31st October, 1885,
The Right Honorable
Tho Superintendent.Genoral of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Siz,—I have the honor to submit the foliowing report, with accompanying
tabular statement, on Indian affairs in the Carlton district for the year ended 30th
June, 1685,

1 left Fort Macleod in the end of Decomber, arriving at Cariton on the 22nd
January; consequently, in roporting on the six months prior, the information derived
s other than personal.

largo acreage throughout the district was put under crop, but owing to a
varioty of circumstancos the yield was very small, and with the exception.
of a fow scattered flelds, was not worth harvosting. This naturally discouraged the
Indians, and necessitated a call on tho Department for supplies to last during the
winter, which was promptly acceeded to.

isherios woro established, and competent men placed in charge to thoroughly
instruct the Indians.

The schools throughout the district are making good progress, and supplying
bisouits to the pupils has induced many parents to send their children regularly.

piggery was established at Farm No. 10, in which the Indians took & great
interest, and but for the subsequent troubles it would have proved a great success.

Shortly after Riel's appearance in the country the Indians held a mesting at
Duck Lake, which was atiended by Big Bear and other Indians from tho north.
This meeting concluded by the Indians of this district declaring their loyalty, and
nothing transpired to excite suspicion during the fall and winter. In February the
half-breeds in the vicinity of Batoche held several meotings, in none of which the
Indians took pert, but remained on their reserves, Tho excitoment then provailing
was entirely confined to the half-breeds. On visiting the various reserves the
Indians appeared 0 bo perfeetly contented, and oxpressed themselves thankful for
the liberal assistunce extended to them throughout the winter.

On the morving of the 18th March word was brought to me that some halt-
breeds wero tampering with the Indians on One Arrow’s reserve. I immediately
procecded to that point, passing through Dack Lake and Batocho en route. At both
Places I made the necessary enquiries, bt failed to discover anything to lead to the
supposition that an early resort to arms was expected. On arriving at the resorve,
about four and one-half miles south of Batoche, I found, on questioning the Indians,
that Gabriel Dumont had been on the reserve the previous evening and invited the
band to attend a mecting the followiog day. I then drove to chiof one Arrow's
house and explained to him. as strongly as I could, the impos i

1l
throughout the camp by outsiders. This he appeared to thoroughly appreciato, and
gpoko in glowing terms o the loyalty of bimself and his bavd. Ou roturaing to
osho, o when within a short. distange of that place, I was surzounded by am



49 Victoria Sessional Papers (No. 4.) A. 1886

armed mob of about forty half-breeds, commanded by Riel, who gave orders to make
mo and my interproter prisoners. This was dono, and I romained a prisonor in the
rebol camp until released by General Middleton's column on the 12th May.

The bands of Beardy and Okemases romained neutral for a fow days, but wore
finally persuaded to join the rebels, through the influence of the half-breeds, seconded
by the supplics of various kinds, such as presents to thoir camps, from the plunder
captured at Batoche.

hief Mistawasis and Ah-tah-ka-koop deserve great credit for the stand they
took, and the manner in which they controlled their bands; situated & short
-distance from the headquarters of the rebels, every offort was made to induce them to
tako up arms. _Instructor Chaffy, in charge of these bands, remained at his post, and
through Lis influence and management the herd of cattle was saved from fulling into
tho hands of the enemy. This was accomplished by removing the bands, with all
the movable property that could be taken, to Sturgeon Lake, some 20 milos north of
Prince Albert.

Shortly aiter my arrest by Riel, Mr. Assistant Commissioner Reed srrived at
Carlton, and through his untiring energy and thorough knowledge of the Indian
character the remaining bands in the district were ably looked after during the
ensuing months of trouble,

On being released, at the fall of Batoche, I went to Princo Albert, (as Fort Carl-
ton had been burnt by the rebels) as soon as practicable the Indians were all sent
to their respectivo reserves, in order to place under crop as much land s possible,
but owing to the lateness of the season and the dificulty in procuring seed, our returns
are not very large.

I am ploased to report that the Indians worked well, and did all in their power
to carry out the orders of their farming instructors.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
J. B. LASH,

Tudian Agent.

MANITOBA SUPERINTENDENCY,
OFFICE OF THE INsPEOTOR,
WiNnteEg, 1st December, 1885,
The Right Honorablo
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Ste,—I havo the honor to travsmit herewith my seventh Annual Report of
imspection of the different Indian agencies and reserves under my supervision, and
o congratulate tho Department upon the general prosperity and contentment
provailing among the Indfans throughout this superintondency. In all my inter-
‘views with the bands visited during the year, no complaint of any importance was

lo to me concerning any irregularity in the payment of their annuitics, nor in
reference to the quantity or quality of the various supplies farnished them, but, on
the contrary, they frequently exprossod thair gratitado to the Goversment for. m
faithfully carrying out the stipulations of their respectivo treaties, Their loyalty to
Her Majosty the Quoon is so deeply rooted in their affections that neither tha

of reballion which erimsoned the western horizon and lighted the prairies with
luried flames of treason, nor the persistent importunities of acoredited messon;
from the insurgents, with presents of tobacco to endeavor to induce them to follow
their kindred on the bloody trail of the war path, could inflaence them in alionatiog
26
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their allegiance from thoir beloved Sovereign, whom they profoundly reverenca with
a devotion bordering on idolatry. The services as voyageurs on the Nile during the
Soudan campaign rondered by Chief William Prince, and other Indians of thie St.
Petor’s band, aro abundant evidence of thoir fealty to that honored flag, beneath whose
helterings fold peacefully repose the cherished remains of every deparied chiefof the
numerous bands sattered between the western shores of Lake Superior and the North-
Wost Territories.

T am happy to report that all the Tndian agents are gonerally discharging the
responsible duties incumbent upon thom most faithfully. Their reports, twbular
‘statemonts, pay-sheets, census, estimates, inventorics of Government proporty in their
‘possession, accounts, ‘vouchers, lottor books, letter files, correspondence, &., are
generally satisfactory.

Tn consequence of the oxtraordinary precaution taken in employing most
roliuble and cfiicient constables to accompany the agents during tho payment of
aunuities to Indians living in the vicinity of white settlements, scarcely any
drunkenness oceurred on_the reserves thie yesr, excepting on those along Rainy
River, which wero flooded with sbominable alcoholic stimulants, supplied

traders camped opposite the reserves across the river in Minnesota, whero (hey cat-
ried on with impunity their vile trafic in defiance of law. Unless an srrangoment
is mado with the American Government to appoint officers to sssist. our officials in

prosecuting those vile wretches, it is utterly impossible to provent Indians living in
proximity to the International boundary from becoming the wiliing victims of those
heartless ghouls,

o in agri given by the to the Indians, by
supplying them liberally with implements, tools, cattle and sceds, is arousing a spirit
of emulation among them to increase the acreage of land under cultivation, and to
construct more comfortable dwelling houses than those formally occupied by them,
Their industry was rowarded by an ‘yield of potaioes and
cereals last season, and, uoless through gross carclessness and mismanagement in
securing the crops, no destitution the ensuing winter is to be apprehended.

The interest manifested in education by the Indians of this superintend-
ency is extremely gratifying. Even ignorant heathen bands who have a prejudice.
against the instructions of missionaries are clamoring for Government schools to be
established on their reserves, in order that their children may become educated. It
is, however, very difficult, if not impossible, under existing regulations, to obtsin the
services of competent teachers at the salaries offered them. Of the thirty-six toachers
employed in conducting Indian schools during the year in this superinténdency, only
sevon received over $300 each, on account of their daily sverage attendance mot
exceeding twenty-five pupils, whereas those engaged in the Provincial schools are
rid about double that amount, irrespective of the number of scholars in attendance.

t is therefore evident, from these circumstances, that efficient teachers cannot be
induced to isolate themselves from congenial society and other comforts of civilized
life to undertake to teach schools among savages in remote localities, wherefrequontly
upon their arrival they would be under the neccssity of erecting rude primitivo log-
cabins to shelter themselves and families, as no suitable dwelling-housos are available
on many of the reserves, and besides, the large expenses incurred in purchasing pro-
visions and other necossaries from traders would in all probability moro than counter-

lance the remuneration which they would receive for their services. Hence the
majority of teachers employed have no Provincial certificates of qualification; but,

il it ir limited i somo of them are excellent teachers,
whose diligence and faithfulness in imparting knowledge are most commendable.
The services of a number of inferior teachers have boen dispensed with, and others
are only temporarily engaged, until more qualified ones can be secared. In examin-
ing the different schools in operation under the tuition of competent instructors, [ was
delighted to notico the material advancement made in elementary education since my

ovious inspection of them. On & number of reserves within the agencies of Messrs.
Intyre, McPherson, Pither and Ogletree, the Indisns refuso to assist in building
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school houses, claiming that schools were promised them by treaty, and that th
wnderstood buldings for tho parpose would bo. providod by tho Governmont, as wel
a8 teachers, because the supplying of both are indispensiblo to the fulfilment of the
‘agreement mado with them.

Many of the Indians of this superintendency aro seriously affected with
sorofula and other constitutional diseases, inheritod from their ancestors or con-
tracted through exposure or dissipation by themselvos, and the action of the Depart.
ment in appointing medical disponsers smong them to alloviste their sufferings,
whero a permanent cure cannot be effected, is highly approciated by them. They
confoss that their own medicine is not strong enough to render any benefit in sucl
cases, but it is unfortunato that the majority of the disponsers available havo but the
arudest knowledge of the healing art, and consequently only the simplest remedies
are supplied thom.

The Indians complain that the exportation of fish to the United States is carried
on 8o oxtonsively, especially from Winnipeg and Manitoba Lakos, that unless
Testricted to. Canadian consamption ono of thoir principal sources of subsistance
will ultimatoly become exhausted, and consequently they will bo depondent upon
the Government for support to keop them from starving, in case of o failure of
their crops.

1 started on my anuual inspection of the agencies on tho 11th June and arrived
at Rat Portago on the following morning. After hiring a canos and engaging four
voyageurs I proceeded down the Winnipeg River to Pagoonakesick’s rsorve, and
arrived there on the evening of the 13th. ~ All the Indians were away from home
except a fow families who were camped at tho dallos of the river. This band, inelud-
ing the two fragments belonging to it, ut Lk of the Woods, raised one thousand
bushol: of potatoes last season, but their other crops were seriously irjured by carly
frosts. Thero are twenty-four cabins on the threo reserves reforred to, and more
attention is devoted o farming than formerly by the members of this band.

resumed my journey the following morning and arrived at Islington in the
evening. The Indiavs having no school house of their own, purchased the walls of &
building in the course of erection for the purpose, from & trader, for thirty bushels of
tocs, and they promised to complote it at tho earliest possible date. ~Tha school
aving beon closed for upwards of two yoars, owing to the difficulty of procaring &
teachor to undertake it, 1 engaged Mr.' Dennis Spence, tho Episcopal missionary's
son, who, for soveral years, had beon attonding St. John's College in Winnipog, to
reopen it, in the chapel where formerly it had been conducted. This old settlement,
in consequence of having the civil influences of education disseminated among
them by missionaries at an early day, is gradually progressing in husbandry, haviog
Taiged fiftcen hundred bushols of potatoes, eighty of wheat and thirty of ' barley,
besides having thirty-one head of cattle and twenty-four dwelling houses,

On the 15th I ascended the English River and arrived at tbe Grassy Narrows
Teservo at 12 o'clock next day, where & number of families belonging to the Matta-
wan Roservo reside, aud have clovon houses. On the lst of Novembor last year &
sehool was opened by Mr, 0'Keefe, who conducted it for about nine months, when he
resigned, on account of the wretched condition of the school house. Ten hundred
and fifty bushels of potatoos were raised last season by the Indians at Grassy Nar-
rows and Bichawaykung. reserves.

Istarted onward in the afternoon and reached the Hudson's Bay Company’s
post at Lac Seul on the 19th, where I held & meeting with tho Indians assembied
thoro for tho purpose, They askud that 4 numbor of calves and young pigs be sup:
plied thom, and that they would refand the amount of cost of those animals out of
their next year's annuity, as they were anxious to have their reserve properl

ed as s00n a8 possiblo.” Thoy have forty acres under cultivation, upon Whi
thoy raised two thousand two hundred and “fifty bushels of potatoes and other vari-
ous crops.  On this raserve thero aro thirty log cabins, which are of superior con-
strution, and surpuseing in oloauliness thoso of any other band uoder my
supervision. 1 visited the Indian school taught by the Rev. Mr. Lrvine, and.
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examined the children in realing, writing, arithmetic and dictation. The progress
of the papils sinco my last annual inspection was reasonably satisfuctory, considering
the irregularity of attendance, owing to the scattered condition of the Indisn_sottle:
ment, and th great distance some of the ohldren have to go to attend sohool

n the morning of the 20th I proceeded to Frenchman's Head, frag -
amout of this baod aro sottled, and acrived thers early in the foronoon, I examined
the school, under the tuition of Mr. Spence, and found tweuty-five names of pupils on
his register, bnt on account of the school having only boon opened 8 couple of weeks,
o progress of any consequence could be oxpected. The Indisns wore working at
building a school house, 16 by 24 feot in sizo, whioh they subsequontly complated.
This exemplary band is sirictly temperate, and never gambles or indulges in
medicine dances.

n the aflerrioon T resumed the journey and reached Wabegon Lake on tho
evening of tho 21st. Next morning I visited the reservo and found the Indians
there. "They expressd thuir thankfulnes to the Department for supplying them
with hay last winter. 10 prevent. their catils frota starving,  Nothin ng was don

towards the erection of u school houso on the reserve, but, s u»unl fair promises o(
their good intentions in that direction were made. 'Thoy raised one thousand six
hundred and ninety bushels of potsioes, and have nineteqn dwelling honsss.

On the 24rd I started by train to Savanne, from which place [ proceeded by
canoe to the Lac des Mille Lacs reserve at Poplar Point, and arrived there on_the
evening of the rame dsy. In visiting tho Indian gardens hora I was pleased to

rve the encouraging improvement made in buildings snd farming within tho

t two years, as there are eleven houses, and double the quantity of land,
548 ol Teatl on 13 raaatas s Adbtn 2 protracied discusson someecalig ‘Tarions
matters pertaining 10 tho bund, T proceeded 1o Mr. Melntyre's agency
William, A azeived ithore, ou the sevaaiog 9€ the 24tk O the ullowlng d:yl
inspeoted his office, and found everything pertetly satistactory,

After returning to Winnipeg and delivering the amounts” appropristed for the
annuity payments to the difforent ageots, writing their instructious and a
their sseistunts, I went to Rosseau River reserve on the 7th of July, to attend the
payment of aunuities to tho Indiaus thero. In consequonco of the whndering habita

these roaming bands, and the dificulty experienced heretofore by the several agents
o trasid 1 mith payments to them, in recognizing mavy claiming annuities, and in
asceraining the number in their familios T considor it adviable to eliminate from
tho pay eheets at the all abeentees not ly accounted
for, and T notified the 1 lndwm to that effect, and requested all entitled to aunuities 10
bo present on that occasion. The chiefs and conncillors made patriotic speeches,
axpromsive of their loyalty o their Good_ Mother, the Qasen, a5 thelr brotherly
feoling towards ber white subjets.  They regretied the action of their kindred on
the Saskatchewan in waging w ‘the Government, and atributed the insur-
reation thers 1o the Tndiaos listaning {0 perieiig liviog up the river at
the rapids wish to retaiu their holdings there, claiming that Commissioner Simpson
promised 10 give thom & reserve there.

An attempt was made 10 delugo the reserve with whiskey during the paymente,
as on former occasions. A large number of traders swarmed around the campin
ground for the purpose. Several arrests were made, and others becoming frightent
suddenly decamped; hence the disgraceful scenes of drunkenness, formerly witnessed
there, woro bappily averted, throngh the vigilance of the offcisle

Within the last two years, owing to the assistance given by the Dopart-
ment, the advancement in agrioulture o this resorve is most encouraging. Abont
thirty acres will bo ready for sceding in tho spring. ~Eighteen acres were under
cultivation last season, yielding one hundred and twénty bushels of wheat, one hun-
dred of barly, five bundred o potatoss and  quaniity of egalables, but unfortanataly
the wheat was destroyed by a prairio fire after it had been

On the morning of the 9th I started for St. Poter's e NGt
in the evening. I found the agent busily engagod in making the paymenta.. Four
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s wero arrested the following morning for having intoxicating liquor in their
ion and heavily finod. Thoso were the oniy parties detected indulging in stimu-
Tats during the peyments, Thoso Indians aro ho most intolligent and protparoas

this superintendency. They have six hundred and twenty acres under cultivation,
which yielded last hu.rvsst four hundred and fifty bushels of oats, four hundred of
‘burley, twents-five of corn, one thousand four hundred of wheat, three thousand of
potatoes, two thousand tons of hay and a large quantity of vegetables. They possess
two hundred and sixty houses, two hundred stables, twenty six horses, fifty pigs, four
hundred and eighty-seven horned cmln, and have caught $13,000 worth of fish and
$1,000 worth of fur within the ye

With commendable enmrprlss ‘they have undertaken an oxtensive system of
du.mgu of the reserve, but finding, after commencing, a large ditch, and openingit

for about oue-half a mile long, that they wore unable to accomplish the work, they
applied to tho Department for assistance in comploting it. 1f tho swampy lands
covering the greater part of the reserve were only reclaimed, theso Indiuns would
become wealthy and wudependent in a fow years. There are five schools supported
wholly or partially by the Department, on this reserve, under the tuition of some
excelient teachers whose schools, in efficiency, are unsurpassed in the Province.
F 1 d" Rt folseve e Mty ko thirty-nine houses, eighteen
stables and fifty-four cattle; raised last season twenty-five bushels of wheat, forty
barley, nine hundred of potatoes and two hundred aud twenty-five tons of hay;
and have caught 84,000 worth of fish and 81,000 of far.
under the able tuition of Mr. Black, is progressing favorably.

Upor ing the Fort Alexander band at a sub-\oqllem date, upon my return
from. Norwly House, [ lound that Father MBdore and Mm McKeuzw ‘had closed their
schools for w days before t from tho reports of the
agent, and e ade flom_ other p.rues,l am informed. that the progress in
loarning Sikds byme children attending these chools is very creditablo to the teachers.

ese Indians own eighty houses, thirty-one stables, seventy-one cattle and thirty-
twoe pigs ; raised one hundred bushels of wheat, thirty of corn, twenty-five of oats,
five thousand of potatoes and one hundred and fifty tons of hay; and caught $15,000
worth of fish and $4,000 of far,

After finishing my inspection of Mr. Muckle’s agency,1 hastened to the Lovg
Plain reserve, in order to be present at the payments, and arrived there on tho 13th.
The same evening Mr. Ogletroe examined and distributed their supplies to the
Indians, except the cattle, which he refused to accapt, on account of their not having
been equal to the standard required. I have been informed that other animals were
subsequently supplied by the contractor. Some of the Iudians on this reserve excel
in ploughing and foncing, which csnnot b surpassed in the Province. This year
the agent, by Indian Iabor alone, succeeded in putting thirty-five acres nnder crop,
which yielded seven hundred and eighteen bushels of wheat, five hundred of potatoes
and & small quantity of vegetables. They havo sixteen housos, soven stablos, ton.
horses, eleven head of cattle and five pigs, and secured forty tons of hay. Thers
XilLbe fwenty additional ! aores under cultivation next year, as considerable breaking
was done before winter

No better quality of Flsnd is anywhero to be found within the Province of Mani-
toba than what was ailotted to them at Swan Lake, where the councillors repeatedly
refused to go to receive their aanuitios, and threataned violeuoa o anyone who
attempted 10 settle there. With what is un nder crop at Swan Laks, thin band hare
forty-two acres under cultivation, which pr last season forty-nine bushels of
orn, four hundred and ninety-Gvo of wheat, two hundred and forty of barley, and five
hundred and fifty ofpotatoss. They own cloven houses, ten horses and fivs oxen, and
have secared sixty tons of hay for feeding their stock during this winter.

pon gotting through with my inspection of this agency I returned to Win-
nipeg, and, after ‘sttending to some important correspondence, I procoded to the
agency of Mr. MoPherson, and arrived there on tho 24th, whon [ examined his offioo
and storehouse and found everything ulnctly corroot, On account of tho rocky
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character of the reserves in this district, the laud available for cultivation is very
Timited, and consequently it is impossible for the Indians t0 make much advancement
in agricultare. They have, however, notwithstanding those unfavorable circam-
stances, ono hundred and seven dwolling houses, thirty-two etables, one hundred and
sixteen head of cattle, ninoteon horses, aud one hundred and eightoen acres under
cultivation, upon which they raised last season cighty bushels of wheat, thirty of
barley, seven thousand six hundred and fifty of potatoes, and & quantity of vey

tables. They canght during tho yesr $6,440 worth of far, and made $3,280 worth of
canoes, but their hay and wild rice crops were u total failure, owing to the unusually
high level of the wators of tho lake. They desired me to convey their thankfulness
10 the Department for tho very superior quality of supplies furnished them, and for
the protection afforded them in preventing alcoholic stimulants from being intro-
duced on their roserves during the payments of annuities, inasmuch as the measures
adopted were so effectual thai no drunkenness occarred among them at that time.

The Lake of the Woods bands are desirous of having their children educated, but
they roprosent that in consoquence of tho scattered, fragmentary condition of the
Tesérves which had been allowed to them, a safficient number of children cannot be
obtained at any place to justify the starting of & school on any of the reserves, but
they are anxious that the Government will establish an_indastrial school at their
camping ground, near the agency, where some of their children from the difforen
bauds can attend and acquire knowledge, not only of books but also of farming.
They are opposed to any religious instructions from missionaries, as they wish 0
perpotuato their own peculiar form of worship, which had been practised from time
immemorial by their fathors.

T arrived at tho mouth of Rainy River, in the agency of Mr. Pither, on the 25th
and at a mooting held in the evening with the Hungry Hall Indians, Chief Mawin-
topenesse being visiting them and attending their medicine dauces, was appointed
speakor. Aftor the customary salutations (beforo commencing his cloguent hirangue)
were concluded, he said we besecch you, Father, to grant our requests, and to redress
our grievances, for we believe yon have the power 10 do so. We buried the hatchet
twelve years ago at the North-West Angle, and_promised our Mother to live in
friondship with all hor children, white and red. We do not compiain of not recciving
our annuities correctly, nor of the quality of the supplies distributed yearly to us b
the agant, bat we object to whiskey traders being allowed to ruin our foolish children
with their poisonous drugs, and we implore you to stretch your hands across the river
and protoct us from the iron clutches of those robbers. We want _our relatives at
Red Liske to receive their annuitics, as formerly, along with us, and T ask, on behalf
a few families living here belonging to Powawasin's band, that they be transferred to
the Bishop's at the upper Hungry Lall resorve, s they frequently imperil their lives.
in going 1o the camping groand in their canoes to roceive their money. I ask pay-
ment for the trespass commiited by lumbermen, in cutting timbor and erecting
houses on onr wild land resorve, as no consent had beea obtained from the several
bands interosted.

Next morning I started up the river, and inspected the resorvos at Long Sault,
Manito Rapids and Little Forks. The appearance of the crops generally was ve
promising, and the increased intorost manifested in husbandry was most commend-
able. Schools have beon opened recently at the above montionod reserves, but as
the buildings were being repairol whon I visited thom, I am unsble to report on the
wanner in which they are conducted.

I arrived at_the agency of Mr. Pither, at Contchoching, on the 28th, and after
examining his offico and storehouss and finding everything. satisfuctory, [ made an
inspection of the reservo ou Rainy Lake. Tho [ndian gardens are smaller hore than
along the river, but this is acconnted for by the rocky nature of this section of the
country, whioh it not woll adapted for fiming, Do sohool at Contohoohing s
closed for the holidays, and thereforo I was unable to examine or roport on its condi-
tion. 'The Indians of this agoncy have ono hundred houses, twenty-one stables,
forty-six head of cattle, ono hundred and fifty-three tons of hay, aad have caught
131
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during the year, fish to the value of 85,700 and fur to $6,530. The corn, wild rice
and tablos were not so largo a crop as usual, but from the quantity
of fish and game available I do not approhend any destitation in this agency during

the present wintér. i

Starting from Winnipeg on the 10th of August, I arrived at Norway House on
the i6th, by the steamer “ Colville.” I then visited the Rossville mission school. The
teacher, Rov. Mr. Semmens, having gono into the sottloment, had engaged tempor.
arily Alex. Kennedy, an intelligent half-breed, to conduct the school until his retarn,
According to the register, seventy pupils were in attendance during the quarter, who
had mado considerable progress, since my last annual examination, in writing, read.
ing, srithmetic and grammar. The teacher of the other school, Mr. A, A. MoDonald,
having resigned, the agent appointed Edward Papanakis, a clever Indian of limited
acquirements, as teacher, until & more qualified one could be obtained. There are
thirty-one childron in attendance, pursuing the usual courso of studies. In the ovening
1 held a meeting with the Indians The chief requested that a medicine chest be
supplied them, which has been dono since my return. He stated that one of their
oxen is blind and useless. Ho wishes to bo informed what quantity of land they will
receive at Pine Creek, and also if their fisheries will bo l)roumlod from speculators
trespussing upon them. This band have forty acres of land oultivated, with crops
under the average yield. They have eighty-four houses, twenty-five stables and *
own fifty-sight head of cattle, which were in fair condition. The school at Cros

ko reserve is taught by Chief Garrioch, who hus boen a missionary in that
morthern country for many yeurs. He has an average attendance of twenty-five
pupils, who are making fair progress in reading, spelling and writing. Thero are
wenty houses, one stable, nine head of stock and five acres of land under cultivation.
Treached Boren's River on the afernoon of tho 0th. Tho crops here were promising,
and the cattle, eloven in number, looked well, Tho agent was away, having gone
into Winnipeg with his pay-sheets. There wasa good deal of contention between
the agent, missionary and Indians, over the employment of a teacher and the erection
of a school house, which I succeeded in settling satisfactorily to all parties concerned,
and forwarded the necessary furnitare for tho complotion of the building. I arrived
at Dog Head the same night, whero [ met Councillor James Sinclair and other
Indians of the Island bands, who reported that tho appearance of the crops was
excellent. The fragments of this band living at Jack Head. Loon Straits and Hollow
Water River, received, this summer, the remainder of the eattle to which they §
were entitled and for which they appeared ve ful. Large fisheries aro
carried on at Dog Head, and the Indians everywhore protested strongly against this
wholesale slanghtering of one of their principal sources of their living,

The Fisher River Indians are industrious and manifest encouraging indieations
of fature prosperity, possessing fifty-eight housos, twenty-seven stablos, sixty-four
head of cattlo and forty acres under cultivation, from which an average yioid was

10 bo realized. * The school is tanght by Mr. L cher irained at
the Normal School, Toronto, who has « i
He has an averge attendance of twenty-four children, progressing favorably.

The Black River band, although small, have twelve houses and three stables,
and cultivate thirteen acres of lund, to which they attend fairly well. The teacher,
David Prince, having been conducting the school ior upwards of s year, abandoned
it last summer, and_consequently it has been closed ever since; but I engs
a teacher to re-open it on the first of the year. Tho Indians agreed to finish the
school house in course of erection, but have fuiled to do so yet, althouga the furniture
was sent to thom last fall, at their own request, for that purpose.

I left Winnipeg on 1st Septembor, in the steamer “Princess,” for Grand
Rapids, where, after a stormy voyage, I arrived in the evening of the 6th
1 found the gardens here in better condition than in previous years. 1 crossed
tho river o inspeot the mew school house, and found that the Indians had
erected o fairly good log building, which was neatly whitowashed, but the
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nside forviture being very crude, T informed them that I would expond the
bulance of the movey allowed by the Department in sending out proper farni-
tare from Winnipeg, which subsequently had been forwarded, but owing 10 &
sovero storm, in which the boat was stranded, the cargo was thrown overboard
and lost. A teacher was sent out from Winnipeg during this month, with a proper
supply of books, &. 1 do not find the houses in this reserve so good as they might
be, the band enjoymg. as |hey do, the mavy examples of civilization accruing from
their intercourse o people. Accompunied by Mr. Agent Reader, Lloft in
the steamer "Mnrqm, on the 10th, arriving at Cumberland on the 15th. The
vorument school house not being completed, the school is still held in the mission
building. It is ono. of tho best I havo inspocted, many of the pupils writing excel-
lently. The dictation and arithmetic classes are about the average, their reading
and spnllmg being also good. The gardens have yielded a good crop of potatoes.
Two or threo years sgo soveral members of this band, accompavied by their
Tamilion, Loft this placo and sottlod near Fort & la Corne, where they asked for a por-
tion of fand 10 be allotted to thom for & reserve, which the Department bas recently
ranted.
e eaving for Birch River on the 16th, T arrived the same evening. Although
this portion of the Pas band had not yet completed their new school house, they
intend to do so this fall, and requested that a teachor bo ont them, in order that thoir
children might attend £choo the coming winter. This, I told them, would be done,
if_possible. This band have somo splendid soil, and asked that they be supplied.
with a hand mill, fanning mill, reaper and mower, and that their nmmcy money be.
kept back until those articles wero paid for. them not to
articles until they became more experienced in agriculture, and that dradlon, soythes
aud & hand mill would bo more suitable at present, in which they concurred. The;
also requosted to be allowed to cat cordwood on the banks of the Saskatchewan, the
frontago of the resorve. and one chain in dopth, the proceeds to be devoted towards
improving their reserve. I subsequently instructed the agent to give them the
uired permission.
I reached Big Eddy on the 17th and inspectad the school, which, although a new
one, is making comparatively more progress then any in the sgency. The teacher,
cnakew, an Indian, is woll educated, and is rapidly advancing” the chlldren under
his charge. I reached tho Pas reserve the same evening. The school here is
in the building belongln;; to the Church Mission Socioty. It had a large attendance,
and tho pupils are making fuir progress. The cattle were in good condition, and
some of the houses are well and substantially built. There are a large vumber o
gardens on this reserve, which, in some ncos, are indifferently cultivated, being
omgiows with woeds. A number of this band are moving further up towards the
orthern extremity of their reserve. The gardens in this portion are well culti-
vaind 804 neatly fenced. The houses also show a decided advancement, compar
with their old habitations. The band expressed themselves as being very tbankful
for the liberal supply of twine and ammunition that had beon given them
during time of payments. Thew being a large amount of provisior
tributed to this band last yoar, I strongly improssed upon them tho necessity
of securing an ampl supply of food during the fishing season, for use in the comin
winter, and told them that the Department having distributed this xte supply o
twine in order that they might be enabled todo so, they must now depend upon their
own efforts, which they promised todo. In my interview with this band they com-
plained of & want of sufficient seed potatoes for ext spring, and [ consented to sup)
afow to those whoso crops were a fuiluro. Thoy also requested to be supplied wi
a_yoke of oxen, a3 those given them this year were for the Pas Mountain portion of
tho band, who desire that their annuities be paid them at that place, it hamgA lon,
distance for them to travel to the Pas, Arriving at Chsmvuwm on l9th %
visited the school. The building, which ia 16 by 18 feot, is in bad condition, being
poorly roofed. ill-itting windows and a general uppearlnce of dlllp!dllmﬂ about it.
1 found that the scholars had only made poor progress during the year tho school




49 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 4.) A. 1886

has been in operation. The gardens looked well, although only small in extent, bu
they seem to have bestowed a little more care than formerly on them, and promise to
still more improve them. This placo being a good locality for fish and game, the
Irdians, per haps, depend less el the cultivation of the soil than would otherwiso
be the case. The gardens at Mooso Lake aro large, and have yielded a better crop
than formerly. This fragment of the band have erccted a school house 30 by 20 feet,
built of equate spruce logs, thatched, floored, ceiled, and mudded, having a door but
10 windows in it, the apertures being covered with cotton. Requisition has been
made upon me for furniture, but owing to the close of navigation it could not be for-
warded until next season. Fish is plentiful here, and with the extra amount of twine
supplied them, they promise to lay in a good stock of food for the winter, so that I do
not apprehend there will be any necessity for rendering any assistance in provisions
10 the band. There are a few new houses in course of erection here. Complaints
being made by the chief that the councillors who reside at Chemawawin failed to go

Moote Lake when called upon to attend council meetings on oceasions of important
‘business, I reprimanded them, and said that unless they attended the council meet-
ings I should recommend their dismissal from their positions, and they agreed to
attend in fature,

Tn consequence of the reprecentations of Mr. Reader, that it would be impossible
for the Indians of his agency to save a sufficient quantity of potatoes for their require-
ments for seed the ensuing season, I instructed Mr. Reader to make arrangements
with the Hudson's Bay Company for delivering the following quantities at the
different resorves on the opening of avigation, and requested him to distribute it to
only those Indians who had not succeeded in raising sufficient for their use :

Cumberland, seventy-five bushels; Birch River, seventy-five bushels; the Pas,
one bundred bushels ; Pas Mountain, twenty-five bushels ; Chemawawin, twenty-five

hels; Moose Lake, twenty-five bushels; and Graod Rapids, twenty-five bushels.

T arrived at Duck Bay vid Mossy Portage vn the 23rd, when I was informed that
there had been a_serious case of poisoning by an Iudian woman. One of the coun-
cillors had improper relations with ber, and she attempted to poison his wifo. The
former was apprebended, her medicine bag, containing a large rattlesnake skin,
serpent teeth, &., taken, and the was committed by the sgent to Brandon for trial,
whero the case was afterwards dismissed by the judgo for want of evidence. There
are fourteen houses on this reserve, sixteen head of cattle, including the two oxen
aud two cows supplicd this year, and the band have about eight acres of lund under
cultivation upon which they raised one thousand one hundred and seventy-seven
bushels of potatoes and a small quantity of wheat and barley. I examined the school
taught for the past two years by Willfred Adam, and found it well conducted, the
English reading exercises and spelling being nearly fautless ; the Bible class exercises
very creditablo; the exercises in French books very superior, for not only was  the
text book read fluently, but readily rendered into Ojibeway; the arithmetio and
writing classes unsurpassed. The school furniture is nearly worthless.

asing Duck Bay I arrived at Water Hen Rivor reserve and was greeted with
ealutes of guns. Proceeding to the school house I examined the scholars, who com-
menced by singing  God Save the Queen ” very enthuriastically. This was followed
by a French chanson and Indien bymn sung with great taste.” I found the reading
and spelling very correct; the writing class very superior ; recitation and arithmetio
very good. “The reading, spelling and dictation in French were also creditable and the
examination closed by the pupils singing in latin “God Save the Queen” most
exquisitely. The gardens are much improved ince my last visit, aboat nineteen
acres being under cultivation, about three hundred and twenty bushels of
potatoes and a fow bushels of barley. The chief asks that a farm instructor bo
allowed them for about fifteen days in the spring to show them how to plough.

Arriving at Crane River reserve on the 28th, I found their potato crop was
excellent. They have twelve acres under cultivation, wheih yielded eight hundred
bushels of potatoes, and threo bushels each of corn and wheat. ~The catilo, thirty-one
in number, looked well, also the horses, of which they possess twenty. Oue of the:
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oxen and also the bull is lame. They complained that the oxen are not tractable for
working, and the bull being old and worthless they ask permission to kill. The
school taught by Wm. Anderson, at Lower Fairford, was closed for vacation when I
arrived there on the 29th. I then proceed to Liake St. Martin, whore I also found
the school closed for the bolidays. Their gardens are well fenced. The returns from
the potatoes planted wero very small, only two hundred and twenty bushols boing
raised, and the corn and_vegetables had been a failure. There is on this reserve
cighteen houses, seven stables, threo horses and twenty-nine head of cattlo and nine
acres of land cultivated. The members of this band live chiefly on fish. The same
afternoon I inspected the reserve of the Little Saskatchewan band, who are located at
Sand Bay, on Lake St. Martin. The school house is well dinished, the walls are high,
well plastered within and without with a mixture of lime, sand snd clay, tho
7oof covered with hay and_the samo plaster, but the inside farniture is inferior,
Colin Sanderson, who has been teaching six months, has an average attendance of
fifteen pupils, who aro doing fairly. In my interview with the band they stated that
their oxen were t00 young for ploughing.~ They possess twelve head of cattle and
avo ten or twelvo acres cultivated, yielding only a poor return, viz., seventy-
five bushel of potatoes and a fow bushels of barley. My next visit was to the school
at Upper Fairford, which is most excellently conducted by the Rev. Mr. Bruce. The
Teading and spelling in all the classes wero very good, and the dictation tlasses were
the best I have yet examined. The grammar class was very superior, arithmetio
fair, writing in all classes neat and well formed, the history and geograpy classes most
creditable, showing thorough familiarity with their lessons, and a large class in com-
position bore evidence of careful training. There are thirty houses on this reserve
and over twenty stables. Tho members of the band own twenty-ono horses and_ono
hundred and sixty head of cattle, most of them in fui- condition. They have under
grop about thirty-six acre, giving in return for ther labor seven hundred and thirty
bushels of potatoes, forty-two bushels of barley and twenty-nine bushels of wheat.

On my arrival at Ebb and Flow Lake at 8 o’clock on the morning of 4th October
T held a meeting with the chief and councillors. This band havo twenty houses,
thirteen barns, twenty horses and seventy-two head of cattle. Their ga
substantially fonced, and they have twenty acres under cultivation, which onl

e them two hundred and ecighty bushels of potatoes. Arriving at Manitoba

(ouse tho same day, I held a meeting by appointment with the Lake Munitoba band.
Thero was a dissention among the members of the band about the location of the
new school house, and I requested the agent to select a suitablo place, centrally
situated, o enable all the children to attend. They have under cultivation fourteen
acres, from which they obtained four hundred bushels of potatoes and some vego-
tables, Their fnces wero in good order, and their cattle, sixty-four in number,
were in excellent condition.

1 arrived at Sandy Bay in the evening of the 5th, when I examined the school
taught by Robert Tweddell. 1 was much pleased with the progress made since the
opening of the school in January last, s Jarge number of the children read well in the
2nd part of the First Reader. Their writing was excellent, and the arithmetic class
was making rplondid progress. 1 find this band have forty houses fairly buils
and several in course of ercetion, twenty-five stables, twenty-three horses, sixty-nine
Tead of cattle and twenty scres cultivated, from’ which they raised two hundred
bushels of potatoos and a few bushels of corn.

The cattlo contracted for in this agency did not arrive at tho times specified, and
consequently Were not inspected by the sgent at the dato of my visit to the

reserve.

The following summary of tabular statement herewith inclosed carofully com-
piled approximately represents to the Department the actual condition of Indian
affairs in this superintendency up to the present date, viz.: The value of land
improvements on tho reserves is 820,699, and of porsonal property, including movable
effects, animals, boats, &., is $120,087. The number of borses on the reserves is
one thousand three hundred snd twenty, and the number of barns aad stables five
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hundred and thirty-nine, valued at $75,058. The area of land under cultivation is
nine hun ired and twenty-threo acros. Tho number of agricultural imploments in
icn of the different bands is two hundred and eighty-two ploughs, two hun-
dred and sixty-fivo harrows, one hundred and thirty-four wagons and carts, six
fanning mills and six thoasand two hundred and twenty-six smaller articles. The
horses is one hundred and eighty-six, of cattle one thousand four han-
dred and ninety two, and of pigs ninety. The number of bushels of corn raised last
season was one thousand und six, of wheat eight thousand one hundred and thirty-
three, of oats six hundred and forty-five, of peas thirty-five, of barley nine hundred
‘and ninety-two, of potatoes forty-three. thousand nize hundred and ninety-four, and
of tons of hay three Lhmlann%nine hundred and seventeen, The value of fish caught.
during the year is §75,254, and of fur §75,254.

T would also beg to state, that notwithstanding the increased amount of busi-

ness falling upon this office, the work has been performed in a satisfactory manner,

'he number of letters received during the year at this office was three thousand

two hundred and forty-five, an increase of one thousand two hundred aud eighty-five

over the preceding year. These letters are officially stamped, registered, filed and

indoxed on the day of receipt, and when practicable, are also answered on’ the same
ay.

7" I would hero stato that cighteen months sgo, finding that the system of filing
official letters then in use becoming cumbersome and somewhat confusing, I had the
lettor-files remodelled, adopting the system of having & separate and distinet file for
the business of each agency and one for general correspondence, each file of which
has its own index, in which the letters and papers, after being numbered, are entered
under classified headings. This reduced the number of our files from over two hun-
dred t0 eleven. I find that these files, from the experience of the past year, are
much better for easy reference than the preceding system.

e number of lotters written during the past year at this offico was two thou-
sand seven hundred aud fifty, covering four thousand four hundred and twenty pages
of fool howing un increase of and sixty-four letters and five hundred
and thirty-four pages over the preceding year. Thore were, in addition, & quantity
of circular letters sent out.

Tho copy letter book is indexed every day, showing to whom the lettors are
sent, office vamber, dato and purport of lotter.

The “ lotters received " register is also carefully entered up, showing the date of
letter, dato when received, the action taken and reference number of all letters
received,

The books of accounts are balanced every month, and a trial balanco sheet takon
off, & copy of which is forwarded to the Department monthly.

There has been, and is, a considerable amount of additional work in this office,
caused by these applications of withdrawal from treaty by halfbreeds who are
electing (o take scrip in place of annuity money.

r applications of withdrawal, when received at this office, are examined, and
their cases fully gone into, and on  being found correct, certificates of withdrawal
from treaty are issued, in accordance with the instructions received from your
Department.

‘The additional work entailed by these applications can scarcely be computed, so
many applicants filing notices that are of o avail, many not being entitled to with-
draw, many waoting to withdraw, but ‘wishing to leave their families still in treaty,
others wishing to withdraw their children and remain on themselves, many wish- -
ing to locate their scrip on the land occupied by them inside the several reserves,
with other complieations that ensue, causing much correspondence and a great num-
ber of iutorviews.

Since the annuity payments the pay sheots have been called over, every name
and family checked with the pay shoets of preceding years, and all errors that were
found, which were fow iu wumber, have becn corrected, and the agent’s atteution
direeted to the samo. ¢
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Tho cstimates for 1886-87 have also been examined, the column of supplies the
Indians are entitled to by treaty filled 10, and, where necossary, corrections made in
rod ink. am sorry to say thatin throe instances the estimates could not be properly
completed, for want. of information on the part of the agents as to the numbers
implements, tools, &c., at present ia the hauds of the Indians.
T have the hovor to be, Sir,
our obediont servant,

E. MoCOLL,
Inspector and Superintendent of Indian Agencies.

InpusimiaL, Soroor,
Qu'AvemLLz, 20th November, 1885.
The Right Honorablo
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,

Str,—1It is now a year since I took charge of this institution, opened in October.
1884, ulthough the building was not finished and delivored by the contractor until
January, 18s5.

Thix school is very conveniently situated on the Qu'Appelle Lake, four miles
from Fort Qu'Appelle, and in a contral locality. So far as thoreserves of Treaty No.
4 are concorned, the numerous visitors wo have had during tho summer seomed well
pleased with the location.

The contractor built, beside the house, a stable, and a storehouse, and sinco then
authority has been granted for the erection of a milk-house, icehouse and closets;
authority bas also been granted 1o build & bake-oven, all of which were much nceded.
Next year we will require a 100t-house, and a workshop in which different trades.
may be taught.

The papils came in gradually, from October, 1834, to the prosent timo. I went
10 the different reserves, with Agont McDonald, 'who spared no trouble 10 secure the
proper pupils. We could have completed the number sooner than we did, had we
accepted ull who were offered, but we considered it proper not to acoept moro than
two from cach reserve, the number of boys being limited 10 thirty, and Treaty No. 4
having about that number of reservos. From eight or ten reserves wo got no pupils,
which L attribute to their not being christians, On the resorves where they were
christians, they appeared to wish more for education, aud we had to refuso pupils, as
100 many woro offered.

Two only of the papils have deserted, and these loft cight duys after their
arrival. 1 could po-sibly have recovered them, but as neithor of them were desir-
able, one of the boys being_much too big for the institution, T allowed them to get
free. Another was away for & month and a-half during the rebollion. He camo
back (o the school, und seoms now to bo as happy as the rest. Ooe girl was taken
away by ber mother, and we experienced inconvenience from parents who reside
near the institution.

Except one pupil, who is only five years old, the ages range botsweon six and.
fourteen years. The most suitablo ages, I consider, 10 bo between eight and twelve,
although it is udvantageous to have & fow older boys for the different works, w]
they are 1ot (00 hard to bo managed.

All the pupils_scom well pleasod with their new home, and do not try to escape
the routine or regulations in avy way. These aro o arranged a8 not to leave them
moro than one bour and whalf at the same cxorcise.

582 Bxcopt one case of inflammation of th langs, in tho spring, all the pupils have

Teen very healthy, aud the case mentioned was a boy who had always boon delicate,

and inclined towards weak luogs. He iy now better than ho has ever been at home.
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. Imust say that the reverend Sisters take very good care of all the pupils, keep-
ing them clean, well clothed and woll fod ; and orle of tho Sisters has a sufficint
‘hmowledge of medicine to make her veluable in & rick room,

The pupils are taught to read and to write in Bnglish. They have, every day,
five houra of school and throo hours of fatigne. During the summer months they
havea little more fatigue.

 progress has been very good. A number of the boys read and write English
remarkably well, considering that they hardly understand it. To obviate this, I give
‘them, each day, lessons in translation from their own language into English.
ot easy to teach them this, as they speak, amongst them, four Indian languages, all
entirely different. These languages are Cree, Otchipway, Sioux and Assiniboine, an
T have not heard of any book that embraces these languages with English,

The greatest difficulty in teaching these boys the English language is tho tena-
city with which they adbere to their own tongue. In conversation during play

irs they invariably ueo their own language, and the only way to counteract this
38 to introduce four or five English-speaking boys, pupils, who would become leaders
amongst them in their different amusements, and who could be divided 50 as to have
one in each gung during fatigue. 1 beliovo theso fonr or five boys would teach the
remainder more English in a week, during play and fatigue, than they could other-
wise learn in a year. A few years would suflice, when there would o longer be
amy necessity {0 admit others than Indians. At Hampton, V., U.S., they have no
difficalty in teaching the Ind:ans English, on account of the greater number of their
pupils being English-speaking blacks. It certainly is more than half the battle in
he education of Indians in that institution,

could find these boys around hero if they were admitted freo into the
establishment.

The fatigue for the pupils has been to cut fire wood, weed garden, work on farm,
clean stable, wash their own clothes. They have done a considernble lot of work
on tbe farm, clesring brush, planting and clcaning potatoes, ploughing, under the

irection of (he Farming Instructor, almost without any outside labor. We had on the
farm this summer, thirty acres broken, about fifteen acres cropped and backset for
next sprivg. The first year wo raised enough vegetables to supply tho wants of
the institution. Wo had a fair crop of barley and peas. The wheat, through not.
“being put in the ground soon enough, is a little touched by the frost.

Some of the boys have the care of the cattlo in the stable. Ono of tho boys is
Tearning carpentry, from the carpenter of the echoo!, engaged since the 10th October
Iast. 1 shall have two or threo boys more tanght hy him this wintor.

Beside the thirty boys, we bave now nive girls, under the charge of the Rev.
Matron, who teaches them English and housework.

The parents of the pupils seem to be well pleased when they come to see their
children 5o clean and o comfortably dressed and fed, contented and happy looking.
1 may observe here, that the clothes supplied have been of very good quality, both
for boys and girls.

ors, of whom there have been a grest number, have expressed much satis-
faction with this institation. Among them I may mention His Excellency the Gover-
nor General and the Honorable the Minister of the Interior, 9

1 feel glad to bo able to recognise the great interext the employés of tho Indian

office take in this institution, ard the efforts they make in every way to ensure its

ccess.

1 feel certain {hat this school will be a great success, and that it will bo a chief
‘means of civilizing the Indian; but to obtain this result, accommodation must be
made to take in more pupils, a8 ncw we can only take in but one out of each reserve.

A school for Indian girls wonld be of great importance, and, I may eay, would bo
absolutely neceseary to effect the civilization of the next geveration of Indians. 1f the
women were educaied it would almost bo a guaranteo that their children would
educated also and brought up christians, with no danger of their following the awful
existence that many of them ignorantly live now. It will be nearly futile to educate.
tho boys and leave the girls uneducated.
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This institution has been a beavy expense already to the Goveanment, for the
comparatively small number of pupils. I have endeavored to curtail the expenditure
as much as possible. Tt must bo expected to be heavier the first year than ever after-
wards, unless tho number of pupils is greatly increased, and then the average rate
of each pupil will decrease in proportion as the number of the pupils increase.

T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
J. HUGONNARD.
Principal.

OFFioR o THE INDIAN COMMISSIONER.
ReaiNa, Norta. West TERRITORIES, 17th December, 1885,
The Right Honorablo
o Superintendent General of Indian Affuirs,
Outawa,

Sir,—1I have the honor to eubmit my Annual Report on Indian matters in the
North-West Territories, for the year 1885,

During the winter of 1884-85 arrangements were mado that promised sctive and
effectusl agricultural work would be done this season; and I am pleased to be ablo
1o state_that in the south , south and ‘portions of ihe
Territories they have not been futile.

In the esst, owing to exceptional climatic cavses, the crops of the Tndiars wero
not, on the whole, as successful; and in the north, seeding was interfered with by
the rebellion until s late a dato that little could be hoped for from it. Nevertheless,
as willingness to amend their ways was shown by the Indians in the disturbed dis-
tricts, by immediate application io work, after giving up tbeir arms, a good deal of
seeding was done at 8 lute season—the employment tending to settle tho Indiun- and
allay the excitement still naturally existing—whilst valuublo fodder was afte: wards.
obtained from the straw grown.

That seeding was provented in the Carlton, Battleford and Victoria districts is
greatly to bo regretted, for adequste preperation had been made for agricultural
Work, We had the reserves in these districts in a better stato for early seeding than
at any previous time, almost all the old land bavivg been broken the fall before.
Had not the complete machinery that had beea organized, for quick seeding under
close supersision, been disturbed by an event so unfortunate, yei so impossible to

rovent, my belief is that at least one-balf of the food supplied for the north would
avo been raised this year.

Tt will be unnecessary for mo to touch upon the Indiavs' participation in the
half-breed revolt, except to point ot how they became implicated therein, and what
effect its ~uppression, and the punithment of the crimimals it developed, will have
upon the future relations of the insurgent tribes to the Government.

When it became necessary to move to the north Big Bear and those wandering
Creo discontents who had frequented the southern pliins sinco the treaties wero

i dangerous element was being introduced amongst the

had to be done, sooner or Iater, in order to prevent

international complications arising from their bad conduct along the border, and it

was considered that their mischievous propensities, after they wero placed amongst

sottled and woll-disposed Indians, might be counteracted or at'least controlled, Tnat

this anticipation would bave been justified there can be but little doubt, had it not.

been for the unfortunate circumstinces that resulted in drawing them into action

with the misguided half-breeds, for arrangements had been made, in which they con-

curred, which would have settled almost all wandering Indians upon reserves this.
summer, had the rebellion not occurred t;) ;lialm'b them.

3
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Daring tho summor of 1884 the bands in the Carlton and Battleford districts
had stated openly and frankly what they wished the Government would do, over and.
above what it was then doing for them —their requests not being great—and at tho
samo time they had expresed their satisfaction with the progress they were making
in search of & livelihood, their confidence in tho good intentions of their Great
Mother, and the assurance (received from their rapid advancoment in it) that
through agriculture they would soon be able to support themselvos.

munications were held between Riel and certain Indians from shortly after
the time that the former arrived in the country, cr about July, 1884, Much that
peseed betwoen thom was mado known fo me: Tho Indiuns siaied that thoy
ad 1o serious causes of discontent, and did not entertain an intention of joining the
haltbreeds in agitation. It wes natural, when overt acts wore once committed by
the young, illdisposed men, that loyal and well-disposed Indisns should fear that
vengeance would be wreaked upon them—tho inmocent suffering as well as the
guilty—and that this feeling, coupled with tho necessity—after some of the officers
of the Department, who had supplied their wants, had been made prisoners by the
half-breeds—of obtaining food, prevaiied upon them to gather sbout rebel headquar-
where, when the latter were attackod, they became moro or less involved in
skirmishes that ensued, from various motives, ranging from sympathy with the half-
s o solf-protection. It may be fairly presumed, therefore, when regarding the
matter without prejudice, and in the light of Indian utterances before and after the
Tebellion, that their participation in it sprang, not from universal race hatred, from.
the existence of grievances, discontent or gencrsl malignity, but rather from a
feeling that the action of a few Indian discontents, who were influenced by the half-
breed movement, and of their young men, who, when excited by these, lost their
heads and commenced raiding, committed them to association with the rebols in
order—after the sources of supply from the Department were closed to them, from
the causes before described—to gain the necessities of lifo and protection against
individual white men, which the law at_the moment was unable to affos
rest assared, I think, that the past policy of the Government was not to blame, as
none of the Indians, when spoken to of their condact on the reserves, have pleaded
grievances in extenuation of it.
The punishment that has overtaken the worst pirits amongst them will tend to
reserve order, as it has already re-created confidence in the distarbed distriots,
Had groater clmorcy charastarisod the Exeoutives action, the countey along the
Saskstchowan, in the opinion of residents in it, would have boen unsafe to reside in.

Tho loss suffered on the reserves that were exposed to damago by the robels was
not, except in the Fort Pitt district, as complete as might have been anticipated, At
both Onion and Frog Lakes entire destruction of Government property reigned—
even Indian personal property was destroyed—and all buildings, including churches
and stores, were razed by fire.

Some raiding was roported in the File Hills district during the summer ; so the
offenders were apprehended, and sentenced to punishment according to their various
‘misdemesnors.

Complaints of Tndians killing cattlo in the stock districts have been received, but
our advices seem to show that most of such acts were committed by Cree Indians,
who wore lurking about the plains, afraid to go to reserves, and unablo to join the
insurgents. Our [ndians are awaro of the penalties attaching to crime, and are not
driven by hunger or nocessity to risk incurring them. In soveral instances of
especial investigation in the mattor of horse stealing, it has_been shown that white
men or American Indians have committed the crimes charged to ours.

It is pleasant to be able to record in the North-West Territories, whero our rela-
tions with tho Indians ate of comparatively short existence,, that loyalty bas been
‘met with hardly less marked than  that of your Indian allies,n tho older Provinces
in the past, and to mention, in connoction with such reco (i, the names of Chiefs

ecan_(or Jas. Scenum), Mistowasis, Atah-kakoop and Myosomin, who, though
typieal Lndians, preforrod to abido by their treaty-pledged fio'h to sacrificing it to
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